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13 August 1952 
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1 J-a3.gr to 5 August I was at project SCA33P, at the Institute of 
Siiserical Analysis of tho Bureau of Standards, located on tbs campus of 
the University of California at Los Angeles, California, contract 
M oar 23=47. 



Tha project sad a varying number of mathematicians present. Prof. 
Speaeer of Princeton was ther® for only tho first thro© days. Prof. Albert 
of Chicago University had boon there only four days altogether whan I left, 
spending the rest of his tins with the Band Corporation, a few Mies away. 
Some of the others had been there continuously for six to eight weeks. On 
4 August there were 22 people there, counting AFSA representatives. 

She work got under way slowly, but by August had acquired noticeable 
aoEieatuai. She problem getting most attention was that of determining the 
existence of finite geometries of given order. It is known that there is 
at least one of order 8, but it is not known whether there aro more. It 
is not yet known whether there are any of order 10. These problems are 
of interest because they parallel certain eryptaaalytic problems, and have 
the advantage of having no security limitations. 

/ 

Prof, Cairns is doing an excellent Job of organising and leading the 
symposium. A considerable degree of enthusiasm for the problems has d©= 
velopsd among the members, and Z feel sure that work will continue after 
SCAMP has terminated. Tompkins is devoting about half his time to the 
symposium, and is valuable in keeping tho direction of the investigations 
toward real problsas, 

The location in Los Angolas offers the following advantages. 

a) Office space has been made available by U. C. L. A. 
in good quantity. 

b) Housing is readily available of a quality commensu- 
rate with the standards of the participants. 

o) The libraries of I. ff. A. and U, Ci, L. A. together 
constitute a very extensive source of reference. 
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&) She Bond Corporation and Z. ft. A. each attract 
a large number of prominent mathematicians, so that 
during the summer Los Angelos is the center for 
American Mathematics. 



o) The climate is cool and the area offers many di« 
versions, so that a scientist can feel that in work® 

Ing there he is at the same time not depriving his 
family of e vacation. 

I discussed the arrangements with Prof* D. E. Lehmer 8 the 
Director of the Institute. He seemed pleased with our symposium on 
all hut one point, security. As he expressed it, they have a policy 
against accepting classified projects, and they had to make an oscep= 
tion an our case. I also talked with Prof. K. Hestenes, the chairs 
man of the Mathematics Department of U. C. L. A. He also was happy 
about the arrangements, hut said that another time the furnishing of 
office space might he more difficult and less satisfactory. 



Being in Los Angeles gave m© an opportunity to visit the 
Computer Hesaarch Corporation, sad to visit the Corona Laboratories 
of the Bureau of Standards. Reports on thes® side trips are attached 
as Appendices I and II . 
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